Para y Por

Para may express:

· a destination

           (for, to)            We took the bus to Medellín.

           (for)                  The train goes to Cali.

·  goal or objective. This may be: 

    a person or entity
       (for)                  These flowers are for you (ti).

       (for)                   I work for my aunt.

       (for)                   I work for a travel agency.

      a thing or event 

       (for)                  We studied for the exam.

       (for)                  These chairs are for the party. 

       (for)                  I bought the tickets for the concert.

     a point in time 

           (for, by)            I need it by tomorrow.

·  a point of view 

        (for)                 To me, Madrid is fantastic.

· a point of reference or comparison 

        (for)                  He is tall for his age.

        (for)                  For being American, he speaks Spanish well.

Por may express:

· approximate time or duration

    (for, during)          We are going to Caracas for a month.

    (in)                         I will call you in the morning.

    (per)                      How much do you make per week?

· manner or means

(by)                        We are traveling by plane.

    (by)                         I will give you a (phone) call.

· movement

(along)                   We walk along this street a lot.

(through)                Who came in through the window?

(by, via)                  We can go to Colombia via San Jose.

(around, through)    I like walking around the city.

· exchange 

(for)                        I want to sell my camera for a hundred $.

(in exchange for)    I will trade you my sandwich for your





        cookies.

· opinion or estimation 





      I took him for Spanish.

· cause, motivation, or benefit

        (for)



Thank you for the invitation.

(because of)
I am worried because of your grades.

(on behalf of)
The lawyer spoke on behalf of his clients.

(for the sake of)
We’ll do everything that is possible for the sake of our friends.

· agent or cause of an action

(by)
Mexico City was destroyed by an earthquake.

(by)
This building was designed by a Mexican architect.

Por is also used in certain expressions:

Por ciento
percent


One hundred percent

Por hora

per hour


Fifty miles per hour

Both por and para may be followed by an infinitive:

Para + infinitive 
=
or, in order to

       I take the bus to go to work.

Por + infinitive 
=
for, because of, for reason of

       I missed the bus because I arrived late.

Also

Por + infinitive = expresses what remains to be done

  There is still a lot to do. (to be done).

estar para + infinitive = to be about to or to be ready to

  They are about to leave.

estar por + infinitive = to be inclined to or to feel like doing something

   I’m in the mood to go out.

ir, mandar, volver, and venir + por =  purpose or intent

  The boy went for water.

  They sent for the doctor.

